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ON THE HISTORY AND CHAKAC. jess of their constitution, or 


nt dh delhi tbe a the calamity at, the period of 
The histories in the divine their birth. This man and his 
word are all instructive. They family left Judea, and went into 
are generally conciseyembrac- the country of Moab. The Mo- 
ing frequently, in a few pages, abites, descendants of one of the 
numerous events of the mostin- sons of Lot, were called by 
teresting character. he story Moses, on account of their su- 
of Ruth is remarkable for its perstitious adherence to their 
simplicity. The charming poet, false divinity,“the sons of Che- — 
Mr. Thomson, was aware of mosh.’? The conduct of Etime- 
its beauties, and from it col- lech in leaving the land of pro- 
lected materials for his elegant mise for an idolatrous country, 
Summer tale of Palemon and appears to have been deserving 
Lavinia. of censure. He could not have 
A famine occurred inthe land been pressed sorely with the fa- 
of Judea. As nosuchcalamity mine, for Naomi on her return 
is on record during the history says, ** I went out full.’? Other 
of the Judges, but that which Israelites were willing to en- 
was feit in the days of Gideon, dure the chastisements of the 
it is probable that about the Lord, and in due time enjoyed 
time of his call to office, the deliverance. Thedistresses that 
transactions mentioned in the befel the good man and his fa- 
book of Ruth teok place. le mily, were probably ihe con- 
Bethlehem Judah. lived Elime- sequence of his unnecessary 
dech; hehada wife, whose name flight. 
was Naomi, andtwosons,Mah- —Elimelech soon died. So un- 
Jon and Chilion ; their names, certain are earthly prospects. 
signifying sickness and con- The two sons took to them- 
sumption, were probably given selves wives. ‘Their names were 
either en account of the feeble- Orpah and Ruth. IJtis proba- 
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ble these females were, at their 
marriage, idolaters. Ifso, the 
step on the part of the young 
Hebrews was unwarrantable, 
The divine law forbade it. Deut. 
Xxilil. 3—5 and vu. 3, 4. The 
mischievous effects of such in- 
termarriages were experienced 
in the days of Israel’s sover- 
eigns. 1 Kings xi. 1.7. 33.3 
and one of the most laborious 
and painful services of the re- 
formation by Nehemiah, was 
the purifying ofthe people by 
the rejection of such prohibited 
alliances. ‘The instability of 
worldly relations, and the rec- 
titude of God, who will, in one 
way or other, chastise the per- 
sons who depart from his com- 
mands, are seen in this portion 
of the history. No posterity 
sprung from these connexions, 
and both the husbands died. 
When Socrates was request- 
ed to escape from his prison, he 
asked, ** Can you take me to a 
country where men do not die?” 
Elimelech fled from the land of 
{Isreal to avoid death; but he 
that by unhallowed means seeks 
to save his life, loses it. Poor 
Naomi! who would not feel for 
a situation such as hers! Her 
husband and her sons dead,and 
buried in a land of strangers. 
Yet some sources of consolation 
were stillleft opened. Sheseems 
to have been pious, and had the 
Lord for her refuge, -and her 
daughters-in-law appear tohaye 
been amiably duteous. Her dis- 
tresses create a desire after 
home. And the more so, be- 
cause she heard that * the Lord 


— 


had visited his people in giving 
them bread.” Often does thie 
God of mercy allure his chil- 
dren to his sanctuary and him- 
self, by removing their secular 
comforts. 

Herselfand daughters set out 
together. She dissuades them 
from the journey, for they had 
mothers in Moab, who had 
homes. She gives them a moth- 
er’s blessing. **’Vhe Lord deal 
kindly with you, as ye have 
dealt with the dead.”? She wish- 
es them a future settlement in 
life, and states that the hand of 
the Lord had gone ouf against 
her; an aflliction which, for 
their sakes, she deeply deplor- 
ed. ‘Lo amother-in-law anda 
daughter-in-law what beautiful 
lessons of wisdom and love are 
here suggested! Orpah was 
persuaded, not without diflicul- 
ty, to return. ‘They wept to- 
gether. Orpah kissed Naomi, 
and departed ; but Ruth, the 
faithful, tender Ruth, clave un- 
to her. ** Entreat me not to 
leave thee,’ she cries. My heart 
is resolved; I will journey with 
thee; L will own the same peo- 
ple with thee ; [ will worship 
the same God; with thee I will 
die, and a common tomb shall 
enclose us both. Nay, she ex- 
presses her resolution by an 
oath. The Lord do so unto 
me, and more also, if aught but 
death part thee and me;”’ as if 
she had said, May God desert 
me, if I, my poor dear mother, 
ever desert thee! Among the 
resolves the virtuous Ruth a- 
dopted, a pious mind is forcibly 
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ruck with the determination, 
at the God of Naomi should 
»hers. She had been trained 
»a worshipper of Chemosh, 
idol,the same with Baalpeor, 
presented by some as a gnat, 
y others as the sun, by almost 
| writers as the god ofunclean- 
Ss. 
Men have their numerous 
ds—my god—thy god. Hu- 
an ingenuity and activity in 
aking to themselves divinities 
astonishing. ‘They have se- 
cted them from angels and 
om demons, from heavenly 
dies and from air, earth, and 
an. The Persians adored 
ve wind the Finlanders wor- 
hipped stones, and the Scy- 
iians,iron. Theancient Druids 
aid religious veneration to the 
ak-tree, andthe Egyptrans to 
ieleek and onion. ‘The God 
{the Hebrews, the great Jeho- 
ah, the refuge of Naomi, the 
hoice of Ruth, is to be prefer- 
ed above them all. His exis- 
ence is real, and not like that 
Mf anidol, imaginary. He pos- 
esses infinite perfections, and 
1as performed the most mar- 
vellous works. His favour can 
lake us happy, or his frown 
liserable, forever. ‘This Na- 
mi knew—this Ruth was learn- 


It is possible the truth may 
e ascertained by an individual, 
Whether this great God be re- 
ally his or not. He is certain- 
ly our creator and preserver ; 
but is he our father and friend? 
He is ours, if he be the God of 
our choice. Men, by nature, 


choose not the Lord ; but ask, 
with the haughty tyrant of the 
Nile, “‘who is Jehovah, that I 
should obey his voice?” But 
if the heart be inclined to love 
and delight in God, it is because 
his sacred Spirit has regenerat- 
ed its powers. He is ours, if 
he be the God of our hope and 
confidence. He has revealed 
himself as the God of salvation. 
Ile has sent his Son to be a 
Prince ang Saviour, who having 
assumed the nature of man, ho- 
noured the law of heaven, offer- 
ed the sacrifice for transgres- 
sion, and vanquished the pow- 
ers of darkness, has ascended 
to heaven, and ordained the 
publication of life through His 
name. ‘These truths were seen 
by Ruth and Naomi only in 
shadows and types, yet “under 
his wings” they put their trust. 
This God is ours, if he be the 
object of our reverence and wor- 
ship. ‘To acknowledge Jeho- 
vah, and not toadore him, is an 
absurdity. Moses at the Red 
sea, is heard saying, “ He ismy 
God, and I will prepare him a 
habitation, my father’s God, 
and [ will exalt Him.’”? David 
says, **I will extol thee my 
God, O! King.”? **Our God,” 
exclaimed the intrepid’ three, 
‘‘Qur God, whom we serve is 
able to deliver us.”? The peo- 
ple that find pleasure in his 
law, his sabbaths, his ordinan- 
ces, his sanctuary, his servants, 
are at liberty to rejoice and 
say, 
‘‘ This aw‘ui God is ours, 
Our Father and ofr Tove,” 
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The favourite theme of hea- 
then conversation, all over the 
word, is, the gods they adore. 
On these their poets exhaust 
the powers of imagination and 
verse. Naomi, though in Moab, 
never lost sight of her God ; 
and it is higily probable her 
pious instructions and example 
were sanctified to the conver- 
sion of her daughter-in-law. 
Was she afflicted ? It was * the 
hand of the Lord” that had**gone 
out against” her. Was the kind- 
ness of Boaz recognized ? She 
said unto her daughter-in-law, 
blessed be he of the Lord who 
hath not left off his kindness to 
the living and to the dead.” 

The choice of Jehovah for our 
God, is greatly to be desired 
and peculiarly amiable in early 
life. To the youthful reader, 
the example of this interesting 
Moabitess is offered for imita- 
tion. ‘Lhe difficulties she had 
to surmount were numerous. A 
mother’s house must be aban- 
doned. A sister-in-law’s exam- 
ple was quite unpropitious. Or- 
pah went back to her country 
and her gods, but Ruth * clave.” 
Hier only companion was a wid- 
ow mother, * empty,” all im- 
poverished. ‘The country into 
which she was going, was a coun- 
try unknown, and she had to 
enter it, in a manner, alone ; 
without so much as a solitary 
countrywoman with her. But 
these impediments were noth- 
mig. ‘The young stranger was 
determined in her choice * to 
suffer affliction with the people 
of God.” ‘The pain of singu- 
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larity was of no consideration, 
when contrasted with the pain 
of perdition. She knew thew 
known country was the land ¢ 
vision, Immanuel’s land. 

The advantages which aris 

from an early choice of the La 
to be our God, are innumerab| 
Ruth was honoured with a ha 
py settlement in life. Boaz,t 
pious, “ the generous, and & 
rich,’? became her husband, 
mid the blessings of the elde 
of the people. She had the ho 
our to be the mother of Obe 
the father of Jesse and granii 
ther of the man after God’s ov 
heart. She was one of the hig 
ly-favoured mothers from who 
our Lord Jesus descended, whi 
the character of her sister 0 
pah is lostin forgetfulness fre 
the moment she retired fro 
her distressed mother-in-law 
side. 

The departure of Ruth fret 
Moab has been viewed as @ 
emblem of the calling of ts 
Gentile nations to the know 
edge and adoration of the livin 
and true God. It is worthy « 
observation that Rahab, on 
Gentile, was themother of Boazé 
and Ruth, another Gentile, he 
wile. The truth is unquestiony 
able, that Gentiles with thei 
forces shall come to the light o 
the Redeemer, and his church 
Theeverlastinggospel isspread 
ing, and the frequent convert 
isembracing the joyous mission- 
ary and exclaiming, **'Thy peo? 
ple shall be my people, and thy} 
God my God!” 


a5 


oe ee a ee ee ee ae ae ae ae 


a oa lk 


—_ _ © _ 





On the Holy Spirit. 165 








— 














— 


»N THE INFLUENCES OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 

The testimony of scripture, 
he history of our species, the 
»bservation we are making dai- 
y onmen around us,and knowl- 
»dge we possess of our hearts, 
onfirm the melancholy truth, 
hat man is every where pollut- 
od and guilty. ‘Fhe miseries 
onsequent on sin in the pre- 
sent life are felt on every side, 
while those which are reserved 
in eternity for the finally im- 
menitent, properly realized,must 
create the most serious alarm. 
Under the Old Testament the 
promise Which encouraged the 
hope of a better state of society 
was the advent of Jesus Christ. 
Under the New Testament, the 
promise of the Spirit encour- 
ages our expectation, for it is 
He who shall convince the 
“world of sin, of righteousness, 
and of judgment.”? It is His to 
take of the things of Christ,and 
reveal them to the sons of men. 
He is the Spirit of holiness and 
trath ; of power and wisdom ; 
the agent by whom the heart is 
regenerated and enriched with 
heavenly graces. He is the Spi- 
rit of adoption and of prayer ; 
the guide of his saints, who 
leads them through the wilder- 
ness, ** for his mercy endureth 
for ever.” 

In many parts of our earth,in 
the age in which we live, we 
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Tt have heard of the effusions of 


i-@ the influence of the good Spirit 
0-% of the Lord, and have witnessed 
Y@ the blessedness with which they 

® have been accompanied. Let 


————— — —_ 


*‘ the spirit be poured from on 
high” on the ministers of the 
gospel; secular aims vanish,the 
mind rises superior to mortal 
frowns or smiles ; zeal for the 
salvation of men glows like the 
perpetual fire on the altar of the 
Lord, and a missionary passion 
is inspired. Let the holy influ- 
ence descend on a church of Je- 
sus Christ ; its members will a- 
bound in love ; they will fear 
the Lord, and speak often to 
each other. Prayer meetings 
will become crowded ; an anx- 
lety will generally be felt for 
the conversation of sinners, as- 
sociated with desires to become 
useful in the world. The hand 
will be opened to communicate 
to the relief of the poor, and for 
the spread of the Saviour’s kind- 
dom; and circumspection and 
holiness mark the life and con- 
duct. Let it descend on a fami- 
ly; parents become affectionate, 
children respectful, servants o- 
bedient, while the domestic al- 
tar flames witha sacrifice morn- 
ing and evening to Himin whom 
‘* the families of the earth” are 
* blessed.”? Doesit descend on 
the ungodly? hypocrisy hurts 
away her mask, sabbath break- 
ing is ended, swearing is no 
more ; falsehood and deceit, en- 
vy and malice, are supplanted, 
and their seats in the heart oc- 
cupied with integrity and good 
will ; infidelity hides its head, 
confounded; youth relinquishes 
its vain expectations and follies, 


and age its obduracy and ava- 


rice. ‘This blessed influence is 
the rod of Moses on the rock, 
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which produces _ penitential 
streams: it 1s the shaddow of 
Peter, that, ‘ passed by,” heals 
all manner of disease : it is the 
sling of David, before whose en- 
ergy of Zion falls. Sacred Spi- 
rit! forgive these low allusions! 
it is thyself brooding on the face 
of the waters. 

It is pleasing to observe how 
variously the influences we are 
now contemplating, approach 
the recipient. Sometimes they 
descend imperceptibly, like tle 
dews of evening; like the un- 
looked for visit of a friend. 
Here they come suddenly, as a 
summer shower ; and there pe- 
riodically, as torrents in moun- 
tainous countries. ‘They are al- 
ways effectual, like the opening 
of spring, and demonstrate, like 
the rains of heaven, that God is 
their father. 

President Edwards remarks, 
that it has been God’s manner 
inevery new establishment of 
his visible chureh, to give a re- 
markable outpouring of his Spi- 
rit. Such displays of divine in- 
fluence were enjoyed in the days 
of Enos, on the establishment 
of the Hebrews in Canaan, at 
the time of the restoration of 
the Jews from the bondage of 
Babylon, and especially at the 
introduction of the Gospel dis- 
pensation. ‘The grand period, 
however, of holy effusion, yet 
remains. ‘*’This is the word 
of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts.’ Where 
this grand and bounteous influ- 


ter the example of John the Bay. 


ence shall be first felt, we cay. 
not say. ‘The rise of bible ani 
mission societies are probably 
among the providences that, af 





tist, shall prepare the way fo 
the coming of the Lord. Wher 
this sacred power shall descend, 
the earth, that has for ages beer 
a wilderness, shall be conver". 
ed into an Eden—righteousnes 
shall prevail—peace shall flo 
like a river, and the church ol 
God enjoy her long expected re 
pose. With Ezekiel we behold 
an ** open valley full of bones 
very dry,” but the preaching of 
the word, and the inspirations 
of the Spirit, shall produce from 
the desolation ** an exceeding 
great army.” A new heaven 
and a new earth shall appear. 
The final jubilee shall be sound. 
ed, and its liberties, its hon- 
ours, and its joys, endure fo 
ever. 


















—— 
INTRODUCTION OF THE GOSPEI 
INTO ENGLAND. 

To be made acquainted with 
the means by which we have 
come into the possession of that | 
invaluable treasure, the BiBLe. 
cannot be uninteresting or un- | 
acceptable. Nor can intelli- 
gence of this kind be lost in the 
momentary gratification of cu- 
riosity. A disclosure of the 
fact, that our own ancestors, 
having received the Gospel as 
the result of evangelic mission- 
ary effort, were thus rescued 
from the debasements and mis- 
evies of an idolatrous state, and 
have handed down to us this 
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source of innumerable benefits, 
will strongly impress the con- 
viction of reciprocal duty. This 
too, will inspire the determined, 
vigorous, active, benevolent re- 
solution,to employ all the means 
the kindness of Providence may 
throw into our hands,in a simi- 
lar manner, to impart these 
unspeakable blessings to our 
brethren of the whole human fa- 
mily. 

Joseph of Arimathea, the same 
who laid the body of ‘our Lord 
in his own new tomb, hewn out 
in the rock,’ is represented by 
ancient tradition, as the first 
who ‘announced in the British 
isles the Gospel of salvation. 
Having been furnished by !hil- 
ip the evangelist, with eleven 
associates, or missionaries, a- 
bout sixty-three years alter the 
incarnation of our Saviour, and 
thirty after his ascension, he 
proceeded to Britain, to destroy 
the barbarous rites of the Dru- 
ids, and introduce the religion 
of the Prince of Peace. Avira- 
gus, the British king, permitted 
them to settle at Glastonbury, 
and allowed them twelve hides 
of land for their support. Thus, 
by missionaries. wus the knovwl- 
edge of the Gospel communicated 
to our forefathers! 

In the year 438, the Emperor 
Claudius visited in person this 
country 5 and an ancient in- 
scription has created the belief 
that Pomponia,the wife of Plau- 
tius, one of his generals, made 
known the Gospel, not only te 
her domestics, but to a large 
circle of acquaintance, whilst 


resident in the country. Some, 
therefore, and not, certainly, 
without very plausible reasons, 
would attribute to this excellent 
lady the honour of having first 
introduced to our ancestors the 
knowledge of salvation by the 
atonement of Christ. 

The apostle Paul, a distin- 
guished and successful mission- 
ary tothe Gentiles, or heathen, 
is by many supposed to have 
visited England. ‘This opinion 
is conceived to be renderedhigh- 
ly probable,by a quotation from 
Clement, a cotemporary of this 
apostle. ¢** He becamea herald 
to the East and to the West; he 
taught the whole world righte- 
ousness, coming even to the boun- 
daries of the West.” Bishop 
Stillingfleet is confident that by 
* Boundaries of the West,” Bri- 
tain is intended. 

Without descanting on the 
supposition that St. Peter, or 
that Aristobulus,mentioned Ro- 
mans xvi. 10. was the first who 
conveyed the knowledge of the 
gospel to England, it appears 
indubitable;not only by the con- 

current testimony of history, 
but by regal ordinahces that the 
British were early converted 
to the Christian faith. The ve- 
ry charter granted by Henry LI. 
in 1185.for rebuilding Glaston- 
bury church, which had been 
burnt, denominates it Muter 
sanctorunt et fumuius sanctorum, 
quam ab ipsis discipulis domini 
edificatum, “the mother & burying 
place of the satrts. founded by the 
very disciples of owr Lord.” 

An additional testimony from 
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Tertullian, who flourished near 
the middle of the second centu- 
ry, might be introduced here, 
and is omitted only for want of 
room, proving, unequivocally, 
the fact of the establishment of 
the gospel in England, in that 
early period. A quotation — 
Origen, about the year 220, 
miz! © also be introduced in sup- 
sai of the same fact. Athana- 
Sis andCirysostom might both 
be brought forward to the same 
e ‘ect, while the accounts of dif- 
ferent councils held there to re- 
gulate the affairs of their church 
es, may be regarded as placing 
the matter beyond the legitimate 
bounds of controversy. 

It would be both pleasant and 
interesting to pursue the track 
of this particular portion of his- 
tory, and survey as we passed 
along the beneficial results of 
the Biblein England,from that 
early period of the Christian 
era, down to the present day ; 
but this must be deferred to a 
future opportunity. Meantime 
let ours be the sacred gratifica- 
tion, While with devout thank- 
fulness to our Creator we re- 
view those missionary labours 
which, by imparting the knowl- 
edge of salvation through a Re- 
deemer, rescued our ancestors 
and ourselves f: om superstition, 
delusion, turpitude, and wo, to 
bring mto action every sympa- 
thy that feels for our fellow-be- 
ings, every sentiment that loves 
what is truly desirable, and ev- 
ery faculty alloted us by the be- 
nevolence of the Deity, in car- 
rying forward the cause of the 
exalted Son of God. 


ee 


ALEXANDER, Emperor of all 
the Russias and Prince Alex- 
ander Galitzin 
Few characters, if any, of the 

present day, are gazed at with 
a more sincere or more delight- 
ed admiration, than the Empe- 
ror of Russia, and his excellent 
friend and minister prince Alex- 
ander Galitzin. Few, if any, 
appear now on the theatre of 
the world, to whom a more in- 
teresting part appears to be as- 
signed in those scenes which 
are so obviously prelusive of 
the millennial glory on earth ! 
The following short accou t of 
the commencement of the serious 
and religious impressions and 
their effects. on the minds of these 
distinguished personages. will not 
therefore, be unacceptable to 
the readers of the Luminary ; 
nor can the — ublishing Com- 
mittee deny themselves the plea- 
of acknowl dging their obliga- 
tion to the politeness of a re- 
spectable member of the soecie- 
ty of Friends, a citizen of Phi- 
ladelphia, for this interesting 
narrative. 

‘* For many years a great 
friendship had existed between 
the Emperor of Russia, and 
Prince Galitzin. It is said they 
were unbelievers. Beyond a 
doubt they were both opposed 
to the influence of vital religion, 
as appears by the following re- 
lation. 

‘The office of “ Minister of 
Religion’ having become va- 
cant, the Emperor was inclined 
to dispose of it to a person 
whom he esteemed ; but, under- 














Emperor Alexander. 
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standing he was attached to the 
Bible, altered his intention,and 
with some difficulty prevailed 
upon Prince Galitzin to accept 
the place. The prince early felt 
himself ina very awkward pre- 
dicament, not knowing how to 
execute with any propriety the 
trust imposed on him. He was 
therefore under the necessity of 
sending for the bishop of the di- 
ocese, to ask his advice how to 
proceed in this arduous, and to 
him novel undertaking. The 
bishop referred him to a certain 
book, in which, he assured him, 
might be found every necessary 
instruction, and which he en- 
treated him to study ; repeating 
the assurance, that if he did so, 
faithfully, he would experience 
no difficulty in right!» proceed- 
ing in his new situation. This 
hook was the Bible. ‘To this 
his mind was opposed, and he 
objected against it to the bish- 
op; but in a short time secretly 
obtained a Bible, and read it 
with much attention. ‘The more 
he read, the more he was im- 
pressed with the importance of 
the subject—his understanding 
became enlightened, anda con- 
Viction fastened on his judgment 
of the truth and exccllence of the 
sacred scriptures. 

“This was but a short period 
previous to the entrance of the 
French army into Russia. When 
information of that event reach- 
ed St. Petersburg, the Russian 
court were in grcvat alarm; eve- 
ry one seemed to carry terror in 
his countenance. The prince 
alone appeared calm and se- 


rene. ‘This circumstance caus- 
ed universal surprise, known, 
as it was, that the sincerest at- 
tachment existed between the 
Emperor and himself. The for- 
mer had observed it, and could 
hardly suppose it possible any 
one should be thus tranquil un- 
der circumstances which seem- 
ed to threaten ruin to the Ras- 
sianempire. Yet he could not 
believe his friend a traitor, or 
that he was insensible to the 
pressing difficulties of the occa - 
sion. 

‘+* The Emperor one day call- 
ed on the prince, and asked him 
how it was that ** he should be 
so composed, while every one 
eise was in dismay ?” to which 
he replied, that he |.ad of late 
read the scriptures,and they had 
fortified his mind against every 
danger—giving him a firm trast 
in Divine help and protection. 
The Bible lying on the table, he 
urged his majesty’s perusal of 
it, believing it would have the 
same calming influence on his 
mind, ashe had been favoured 
to experience; at which the Em- 
peror Was displeased, and with 
violence pushed the Bible from 
him on the floor. Itlay opea on 
the ground; the prince took it 
up, and entreated his majesty te 
let him read the part which was 
then open, to Which he agreed. 
It was the ninety-first Psalm. 
The Emperor was much strack 
with its appropriate and consol- 
ing language, 

« When the Russian army was 
about departing from St. Pe- 
tersburg to meet Napoleon, the 
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sovereign and his officers went 
to church, as is the usual cus- 
tom previous to an army’s go- 
ing on an expedition. The Em- 
peror was greatly astonished 
when that part of the service of 
the Greek Church was read, 
which wasa portion of the scrip- 
tures, that it should prove to be 
the ninety-first Psalm. He ap. 
prehended that prince Galitzin, 
who was with him, had desired 
this; but, on questiening him up. 
on the subject, he declared he 
had not seen the person who 
had read the service, nor had 
he directly, or indirectly, had 
any communication with him 
since the conversation they had 
had about the scriptures. 
‘*This circumstance made a 
strong impression on the mind 
of his majesty, and a reverence 
for the Bible began to impress 
itself on his feelings. While in 
the camp afterwards with his 
army, he sent for a chaplain of 
one of the regiments to read to 
him. His surprise was now ve- 
ry great;for the portion of scrip- 
ture selected was the ninety- 
first Psalm. He inquired of the 
chaplain who told him to read 
that particular Psalm, to which 
he replied, ** God;”? for on be- 
ing told on what account the 
Emperor had sent for him, he 
had most earnestly prayed that 
the Almighty would instruct him 
in what part of the scriptures he 
should read in order for the re- 
ligious improvement of his au- 
gust sovereign ; and that it was 
froma Divine impulse he had 
vead what hehad. The Empe- 
ror now became more and more 


delighted with the Bible, and 
his subsequent conduct has am- 
ply attested the happy influence 
of these religious impressions 
on his mind, 

{t is quite remarkable that 
Beza, an eminent character of 
the Reformation, and author of 
a Latin translation of the New 
Testament, was, while young, 
and providentially in the church 
of Charenton, much impressed 
by an exposition of the ninety- 


Jirst Psalm. He was enabled to 


believe that the Lord would ful- 
fil to him all the promises of it; 
at death he declared that he had 
found it so indeed. 


It is stated on authority not 
to be questioned, that the Sister 
of Alexander has become the 
happy subject of experimental 
piety and the gracious opera- 
tions of the holy Spirit. In ad- 
dition to the foregoing detail 
of Providential circamstances, 
which, by the blessing of God, 
have induced one of the most 
powerful of earthly monarchs to 
become one of the most active, 
as he is one of the most illus- 
trious, and able patrons of the 
Bible, ii would be particularly 
gratifying to insert at large, 
could the limits of this work al- 
low of it, the distinguishing ex- 
ercises of the mind of his Sister 
connected with her hecoming 
acquainted with ‘* the truth as 
it is in Jesus,’ and possessed of 
that ‘¢ faith’ which * is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not seen.” 
May her life be as splendid by 
religious altainment,as clevated 
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by rank, and, like lady Hun- 
tington, lady Erskine, and othe 
er excellent females.may she be 
the angel of mercy,of peace,and 
salvation to many. 





UK ASE, addressed to the Legis- 
lative Synod at Moscow. by 4- 
lexander, Emperor of Russia, 
dated from Moscow, Oct. 27, 

1817. 

‘sDuring my late travels thro’ 
the Provinces, I was obliged, to 
iy no small regret, to listen to 
speeches pronounced by certain 
of the clergy in different parts, 
which contained unbecoming 
praises of me; praises Which can 
be as: ribed only unto God. And 
as Lam convinced in the depth 
of my heart of the Christian 
truth, that every blessing flow- 
eth unto us through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ alone, 
and that every man, be he whom 
he may, Without Christ, is full 
only of evil ; therefore, to as- 
cribe unto me the glory of deeds 
in which the hand of God hath 
beenso evidently manifested be- 
fore the whole world, is to give 
unto man that glory which be- 
longeth to Almighty God alone. 

>] account it my duty, there 
fore to forbid all such unbecom- 
ing expressions of praise, and 
recommend to the Holy Synod 
to give instructions to all the 
diocesan Bishops, thatthey them. 
selves,and the clergyunder them 
may, on similar occasions,in fu- 
ture, refrain from all such ex- 
pressions of praise, so disagree- 
able tomy ears; and that they 
may render unto the Lord of 
Hosts alone, thanksgiving for 
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the blessings bestowed upon uss 
conforming themselves in this 
matter to the words of Sacred 
Writ, which requires us to ren- 
der tothe King Eternal, Immor- 
tal, Invisible.the only wise God, 
honour and glory for ever and 
ever, 


‘« ALEXANDER.” 








For the Correspondent. 


ON MINISTERIAL ADDRESS. 

Some interesting remarks on 
the subj:ct of Ministertal Ad- 
dress, were inserted in the Ma- 
gazine abouttwo years age, It 
was satisfactorily proved by the 
writer,that preachers of the gos- 
pe! were not only permitted, but 
sulemnly objigated to address 
the unconverted in their public 
ministrations. ‘l’o many of your 
readers, it will appear almost 
self-evident that it is the duty of 
the ministers of Christ to call 
upon sinners to repent; bat oth- 
ers of your readers conceive it 
improper ; and itis a truth that 
many of the preachers of our 
denomination do not urge upon 
the impenitent part of the con. 
gregation that it Is their duty 
to * repentand believe the gos- 
pel.’ ‘Phe reasoning on which 
this practice is founded is this : 
‘The sinner is dead in trespas: 
ses and sins—he cannot repent 
or exercise faith—therefore it is 
as absurd to call him to repen. 
tance as it would be to command 
a dead man to arise. Let us ex- 
amine this argument. 

1. We have reason to suspect 
that thereis a fallacy in the rea- 
souing,from the well known fact 
that the first preachers of tho 
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by love: it terminates in perfect 
universal love. Thanks be to 
God for this unspeakable gift, 
this religion of love /” 








For the Correspondent. 

ON HABLT IN RELIGION, 
It is a truth of acknowledged 
seriousness, that the conduc: of 
most men is oftener directed by 
the casual associations of vary- 
ing habits, than limited to fixed 
purposes and rational designs. 
Some writers of high reputation 
have aflirmed that ali the mora- 
lity of man must be referred to 
settled habits of life, and not to 
the immediate operation of a 
determined moral principle: and 
though such an allirmation may 


receive Countenance from pro. 


minent facts of the experience 
of many, yet we are oot there- 
fore ta conclude that the mora- 
lity emanating from such a 
source, is all that the gospel re- 
quirese It is the concern of a 
christian to act from motive 
and principle. ‘hose acts which 
proceed from eetablished habits 
may be right and consistent; 
but the Lord, who is a God of 
knowledge, and weighs actions, 
makes ita matter of just requi- 
sition, not merely that we should 
be upright, but that we should 
be so from design. Motive 
should animate conduct, and 
purpose invigorate deportment. 
As in maintaining the order of 
the universe, the activity of pro- 
vidential agency is never sus- 
pended, so a spirit of obedience 
with unremitting energy should 
give decision to every thought, 
and enliven the whole tenor. of 
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life. This is the pulse which 
should throb throughout the 
whole system of our obedience, 
and give life and colouring to 
all its proportions. 

Accidental rectitude is so tran- 
sient in duration and so varia- 
ble in quelity, as to bear no per- 
manent marks of excellence and 
utility. Phat order of the life 
which proceeds from the super- 
ficial stabili'y of habit only, is 
liable to innumerable interrup- 
tions which could never divert 
that course which is determined 
by the operative tendencies of 
design. It is to be feared that 
many who call themselves chris- 
tians lay tuo great a stress upoa 
the facility which habits give in 
the performance of duty. They 
judge their state, not by the 
prevailing aspirations of their 
soul, not by referring to the pre- 
dominant biag of their affections. 
but by the promptitude, with 
which, from long exercise, they 
discharge certain duties. ‘That 
the mind ts capable of au impor- 
tant training, and performs its 
functions more readily when 
loag habituated to the course in 
which we would have it to act; 
cannot be denied; but none of 
its operations can long continue, 
with salutary effect, without re- 
newed applications of the moy- 
ing principle. From the very 
constitution of that new nature 
Which ts imparted to believers 
in regeneration, they become 
the subjects of an influence, in- 
consistent with the unanimated 
exercises of external forms.,— 
‘Lhe grace of God is within 
them **a well of living water 
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springing up into everlasting 
life.’ It is true that where 
there are principles there will 
necessarily be acts and habits, 
but these will partake of the life 
and vigor of their producing 
causes, and thus, will resemble 
a body, not in the paleness and 
inactivity of death, but one ia 
the flowing temperament of con- 
firmed health. Hence it will 
appear that an unvarying pur- 
pose of soul is essential to chris- 
tian conversation. Such a pur- 
pose this must be as to exiend 
its views to the glory of God.— 
He who is actuated by if will 
walk in the spirit. He willdai- 
ly imbibe the quickening power 
of another world, will rejoice in 
the Lord, will feel in every du- 
ty, and soar in every pursuit.— 
As his habits are nourished by 
the successive operations of a 
divine principle, he will become 
strong in resisting the open as- 
saults of sin, and wise to detect 
all its insinuations. He will go 
to the Altar of God with a liv- 
ing sacrifice. 

Too much reliance upon hab. 
it will take off the attention 
from the testimonies of God.— 
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul, ‘This it 
restores from its aberrations, 
corrects ifs obliquities, reduces 
it from the wanderings of sin, 
to the steady lustre of wisdo::,’s 
ways. All the operatiuns of the 
mind, and all the conduct of the 
life, must frequent) bereferred 
to that Standard which will 
check the licentiousness of pas- 
sion, and lay open the fallacies 
of sense, which will repress the 
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boldness of presumption, and 
counteract the influence of per- 
verted reason. By applyiag our 
works to such a criterion, We 
shall plainly discover their hum- 
bling defects, It should be the 
care of those who desire some- 
thing more in their religion 
than formality. to recal their ac- 
tions from the deviations of fan- 
cy and appetite, and limit them 
to the precepts of Christ. Let 
them often try the genuineness 
of their performances by hold- 
ing them up to the light of that 
divine Word, which will pene- 
trate with its rays the iaterior 
darkness of complicated deeds. 
The sentiments of order should 
enter deeply into a religious life. 
But ali order has a final cause, 
must look forward to some ulti- 
mate design and hold in pros- 
pectsome define scope. Itmust 
stand in immediate connection 
with the destiny of the soul, 
must throw all its influence in- 
to the scale «. anticipation, and 
reflect all its light upon final 
hopes. Without this prespective 
operation it is not entitled to 
the name, Without this it be- 
comes arbitrary restraint and 
oppressive limitation, By con- 
sidering whatis the end of that 
order Which should obtain im 
Christian conduct, we may be a- 
ble to apprehend something 
which will greatly tend to ani- 
inate our thoughts and actions 
in relation to eternity. A bliss- 
fulimimortality,deliverancelrom 
all the toils of a probationary 
State, admission to the Society 
of the biessed, the consummation 


el grace, and the realization ol 
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glory, constitute the sublime 
motives in the order by whicha 
christian should be directed. — 
For this he should endure the 
cross and despise the shame;for 
this he should keep his body un- 
der and bring it into subjection; 
and it is for this that he chooses 
affliction withthe people of God 
in preference to the pleasures of 
sin. ‘That connection with a 
future end which present order 
involves, confers on every part 
of conduct an importance which 
should rescue it from the indo- 
lence and stagnation of bare 
habit. Duties which too many 
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consider minute, and not neces- 
gary to the perfection of Char 
acter, in the light of such an 
order will glow with an impres- 
sive radiance, It contains ma- 
oy subordinate parts and infe- 
rior branches, which, taken to- 
gether, are as requisite to . its 
existence as its primary quali- 
ties. Should these be disregard. 
ed, existence would become a 
blank, and time would be con- | 
sumed in the seclusion of spe. 
culations which wou'd neither 
honour God nor profit man. 
THEOPHILUS, 





HYMN. 


“ He brought streams out of the rock:"* 


ISRAEL the desert trod, 


Sustained by power divine; 
While wondrous mercy marked the road 
With many a mystic sign. 


When Moses gave the stroke, 
From Horeb’s flinty side 


Issued a river, and the rock 


The Hebrew’s thirst supplied. 


But, O! what nobler themes 
Does gospel grace afford; 

From Calvary gush superiour streams— 
There hung the smitten LORD. 


Of every hope bereft, 
Sinner, to Jesus go; 


Behold the rock of ages cleft, 
And living currents flow. 


Here may my spirit bathe, 
Here may her joy abound; 
Till, passed the wilderness and death, 


She tread celestial ground! 





